WESTBOROUGH HIGH SCHOOL CHORAL MUSIC DEPARTMENT

N 90 West Main Street
Westborough, MA 01581
westboroughhighschoolchoirs.weebly.com

June 12, 2016

Dear 2016 - 2017 Westborough High School Women's Chorale,

Congratulations on being selected through competitive audition to be a member of this ensemble! Since you are
now a member of one of the audition-only WHS Choirs, you are required to do a little summer work for
preparation for the 2016 - 2017 school year. This summer work really isn’t “work,” it is singing! This is designed
for you to keep your vocal chords moving over the summer in order to stay in vocal shape over the next two
months.

There are two pieces you need to learn over the summer. These are The Star Spangled Banner, arranged by Alyson
Greer and Lift Thine Eyes by Mendelssohn. I have many exciting ideas planned for Women'’s Chorale this coming
school year. Please have The Star Spangled Banner memorized for the first day of school since you will be
performing this in front of the entire student body on the first day of school; Lift Thine Eyes should just be learned,
not memorized. The other piece in this packet is Danza, danza, fanciulla gentile by Durante. This piece is provided
in both high and low voice - experiment with both keys and see which one fits your voice best. Danza, danza,
fanciulla gentile by Durante will be used for the 2016 ~ 2017 Senior Districts Chorus Auditions, auditions for
Chamber Singers at the beginning of September, and will be everyone’s Quarter 1 Solo Recording Assighment. You
are not required to learn this over the summer, but I provided it for you just in case you would like to get a head
start and prepare for Chamber Singers auditions in early September.

On our website, westhoroughhighschoolcheirs.weebly.com, [ have provided you some tools to help you learn
this music. These tools will be available by the end of the school year, June 21, Under the “CHOIRS” tab there is a
button for the page called “WOMEN’S CHORALE.” Here you will see practice tracks for each voice part. Use these
tools to help you learn the music! You also have a list of the membership for Concert Choir. Get together with some
of your choir friends/acquaintances and work together to learn your parts this summer.

This packet contains:
1. Letter
2. Chart indicating what voice part you will sing.
3. The Star Spangled Banner by Francis Scott Key / arr. Alyson Greer
4. Lift Thine Eyes by Felix Mendelssohn
5. Danza, danza, fanciulla gentile by Durante (low voice and high voice)

1 would like to reiterate that this summer work is not meant to cause stress. It is designed for you to keep singing
over the summer and have a very attainable goal of memorizing “The Star Spangled Banner” and learning the other
pieces (not memorizing). These goals can be reached if you practice a few times a week for 15 - 30 minutes and
use the tools I have created for you on the website (the practice tracks). Do not forget you can also get together
with other Concert Choir members and practice together!

If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to email me at your convenience. I do check my email
regularly throughout the summer months. I hope you all have a wonderful summer and I am looking forward to
working with all of you next school year! Practice, practice, and practice so we can make music together on our
first day of school!

Sincerely,

Alyson Greer Espinosa For the Strength of the Wolf is the Pack,

Director of Choral Music And the Strength of the Pack is the Wolf.
greerespinosaa@westhoroughkl2.org ~ Rudyard Kipling

westboroughhighschoolchoirs@gmail.com
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arr. Alyson L. Greer
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Lift Thine Eyes
(from "Elijah")

SSA unaccompanied

Felix Mendelssohn-Bartholdy

(1809-1847)
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Solfeggio
solfed:30

Poetic idea

“Keep on dancing, because I love to
see you!”

Background

Please read about “Vergin, tutt'amor”
by the same composer. This song was
also originally a solfeggio. If you sing
it without words, the many repeated
tones will be an interesting study in
staccato singing,

Source

Soifeges d’Italie, no. 113 (Paris: Lev-
2sque et Beche, 1st edition, 1772),
copy in the Boston Public Library,
Boston. Compiled by the publisher.
For voice (soprano clef) and figured
bass. Key: C minor. Meter: 6/4.
Tempo: Tempo giusio. No text. (In
later editions of the same book this
piece is no. 137 and the tempo is Alle-
gro or Allegro moderato.)

The text “Danza, danza, fanciul-
la” first appeared anonymously in
FEchos d’ltalie (Paris: Flaxland, 1874).
Spanish tenor Lorenzo Pagans edited
the anthology and may have con-
tributed this text. Altered to B minor,
3/4, Allegro con spirito.

The familiar edition by Parisotti
in Arie Antiche, Vol. 2 (Milan:
Ricord, 1890), hias an accompaniment
in a late Romantic pianistic style and
has several changes in the text.

winv

Francesco Dmramte
frant [esko durante

dantsa fantfulla dzentile
Danza, fanciulla gentile,
Dance, gitl gentle,

al mio kantar kantare
Al mio cantar! (cantare,)
to[-the] my singing!

dsira led:3era sot:tile
Gira, leggera, sottile,
Turn, light-one, slender-one,

al swon dellonde del ~mar
Al suon deil’onde  del mar!
to[-the] sound of-the-waves of-the seal

sentil  vago rumofe
Senti il vago rumere
Hear the lovely sound

del:laura skertsgia
Dell’aura  scherzosa,
of -the-breeze playful,

ke parla in kare
Che paria in core
which speaks in (your) heart

kon lapgwido swan
Con languide suon

with langwid  sound
e keinvitatla dantsa
E che invita alla danza

and which invites to-the dance

| dap.:prgs:éo il mare mar
D’appresso i mare (mar)!
{of-Inear  the sea.
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Danza, danza, fanciulla gentile
Dance, O dance, maiden gay |

Arietta
English version by Francesco Durante
Dr. Theodore Baker : (1884 -1958)
Allegro con spirito
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Solfeggio
solfed:30
Poetic idea
“Keep on dancing, because I love to
see youl”
Background

Please read about “Vergin, tutt amor”
by the same composer. This song was
also originally a solfeggio. If you sing

it without words, the many repeated
tones will be an interesting study in
staccato singing.

Source

Solféges d'ltalie, no. 113 {Paris: Lev-
&sque et Beche, 1st edition, 1772),
copy in the Boston Public Library,
Boston. Compiled by the publisher.
For voice (soprano clef) and figured
pass. Key: C minor. Meter: 6/4.
Tempo: Tempo giusto. No text. (In
later editions of the same book this
piece is no. 137 and the tempo is Alle-
gro or Allegro moderato !

The text “Danza, danza, fanciul-
la” first appeared anonymously in
Fehos dlialie (Paris: Flaxland, 1874).
Spanish tenor Lorenzo Pagans edited
the anthology and may have con-
tributed this text. Altered to B minot,
34, Allegro con spirilo.

The familiar edition by Parisotti
in Arie Antiche, Vol. 2 (Milan:
Ricord, 1890), has an accompaniment
in a late Romantic pianistic style and
has several changes in the text. -

- awAd Arine

Framcesco Durante
frant fesko durante

dantsa fantful:la dzentile
Danza, fanciafla gentile,
Dance, girl gentle,

al mio kantar kantare
Al mio cantar! (cantare,)
to[-the] my singing!

dzira led:3era sot:tile
Gira, leggera, sottile,
Turn, light-one, slender-one,

al swon deklonde del —mar
Al quon dell’onde del mar!

tof-the] sound of-the-waves of-the seal

sentil - vago rumofe
Senti il vago rmmere
Hear the lovely sound

dellaura  skerisora
Dell’aura  scherzosa,
of-the-breeze playful,

ke parla in kore
Che parla in core
which speaks in (your) heart

kon lapgwido swon
Con languide suon
with languid sound

e keinvitalla dantsa
E che invita alla danza
and which invites to-the dance

dap:prgs:éo il mare mar
D’appresso il mare (mar)!
[of-]near the sea.
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Danza, danza, fanciulla gentile

Dance, O dance, maiden gay
Arietta '

English version by Francesco Durante
Dr. Theodore Baker (168%-1755)

Allegro con spirito d:138
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